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â€œJasper Tudor was a rebel and a warrior, the man who created the greatest dynasty England has

ever known... The Tudors.â€• Dr Sara Elin Roberts, author of Jasper â€“ The Tudor

KingmakerFollowing the best-selling historical fiction novel OWEN â€“ Book One of The Tudor

Trilogy, this is the incredible story, based on actual events, of Owenâ€™s son Jasper Tudor, who

changes the history of England forever. England 1461: The young King Edward of York has taken

the country by force from King Henry VI of Lancaster. Sir Jasper Tudor, Earl of Pembroke, flees the

massacre of his Welsh army at the Battle of Mortimerâ€™s Cross and plans a rebellion to return his

half-brother King Henry to the throne.When King Henry is imprisoned by Edward in the Tower of

London and murdered, Jasper escapes to Brittany with his young nephew, Henry Tudor. Then after

the sudden death of King Edward and the mysterious disappearance of his sons, a new king,

Edwardâ€™s brother Richard III takes the English Throne. With nothing but his wits and charm,

Jasper sees his chance to make young Henry Tudor king with a daring and reckless invasion of

England.Set in the often brutal world of fifteenth century England, Wales, Scotland, France,

Burgundy and Brittany, during the Wars of the Roses, this fast-paced story is one of courage and

adventure, love and belief in the destiny of the Tudors.Without the heroic Jasper Tudor there could

have been no Tudor dynasty. Terry Breverton, author, historian and Television Presenter.
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Reviewed by me as a member of Rosie Amber's Review TeamI LOVED this book. It's a terrific

page-turner, a real adventure, from the time when the country was such a dangerous place, when

men were men and women waited in castles for them to come home (not so keen on that bit, as I

am sure many of the women weren't!). It made me long (as I often do) to go back to those times;

this book brings the England of over five centuries ago to life so well. Book One, about Owen,

Jasper's father, was jolly good, but this is what I love to see ~ a sequel that takes the story to

another level.There is so much written and on television about the Yorkist side of the Wars of the

Roses, I find, but less about the Lancasters, so this filled in many gaps in my knowledge. It's

expertly planned; I was particularly interested to see how Tony Riches would write about events

during which Jasper was far away and out of touch, like Warwick's change of allegiance, but he did

this most convincingly, using the fictional Gabriel, an Irish mercenary who becomes a close friend of

the hero, as a reporter of events. Similarly, the disintegration of the Yorks following the death of

Edward IV is cleverly accounted for via the messengers who visit Jasper during his exile in Brittany.

I also enjoyed the first appearance of the Duke of Buckingham, whose son causes trouble for Henry

VIII, and of other characters who appeared as Plantagenet made way for Tudor.In my opinion this is

a book for those who already know something of the history, as there are so many names and

changing allegiances that, even being quite well versed in this period as I am, I had to stop and

think a few times about who was who. This isn't Riches' fault; he has dealt with a long and

complicated story admirably.
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